Sexual functioning after renal transplantation.
Sexual dysfunction (SD) is common among end-stage renal disease (ESRD patients). Studies about SD in the posttransplantation period have reported various results. The aim of this study was to investigate SD prevalence and relationship to sociodemographic and clinical variables. Sexual functioning was measured using the Arizona Sexual Experiences Scale (ASEX), and depression by the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI) in 98 patients. We observed that 68 patients (69.4%) had SD; the prevalence rates were 56.9% for men and 93.4% for women. ASEX item scores among single patients were higher than those among married patients. Subjects with SD were more depressed (P < .001) and less educated (for female patients, P = .02). These findings showed that SD is common in Turkish patients, especially women. SD patients should be integrated into routine examination throughout the transplant, process, and when needed, their treatment management should include education regarding sexual life complaints.